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embassy to Hezekiah to congratulate Mm on his
recovery from a severe illness. Hezekiah showed
his visitors the royal treasures and arsenals, doubt-
less greatly impressing them with the wealth
and strength of Judah. There is no hint of any
ulterior purpose in the mind of Merodach-bala-
dan, but the result shows pretty clearly that this
embassy was really intended to sow seeds of rebel-
lion. It is most probable that he also sought to
draw Egypt into some rebellious compact, for
Sennacherib later had also to fight that country.
The plan to divert Sennacherib to the west failed
because the state of affairs in the kingdom
was very different from that which had obtained
in the days of Sargon. Sargon was a usurper,
and had to make sure of his borders and estab-
lish himself upon the throne. On the other hand,
Sennacherib inherited a kingdom which accept-
ed his rule without a murmur, and was there-
fore better able to look after Merodach-baladan at
once. He made no false step in the quelling of
this rebellion, though his own folly had been the
real cause of it He determined to leave the
Palestinian states to their own pleasure and strike
at the root of the disaffection in Babylonia.

Sennacherib crossed the Tigris and marched in
the direction of Babylon, meeting with little op-
position until he reached Kish, about nine miles
east of Babylon, where Merodach-baladan had de-
ployed his forces. Here was fought the first battle,
and Merodach-baladan was completely routed and